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up trouble for his daughter.   His death was the
end of peace and safety for her.
We can see, all through Elizabeth's life, that at
intervals danger seemed to sweep towards her in
great threatening waves. Because we know that
she survived and triumphed, we may not always
realize what she must have endured as she faced
her life, but we can see that from the very beginning,
she knew she must rely on herself alone; no one
else would help her. The first of these dangers
was now looming up, and to understand what
happened and how she met it, we must see what
kind of girl she was.
She had a very strong and very distinctive
character. We may not like her, but we cannot
find her dull. Certain points about her, too,
everyone will find admirable. Amidst all the
disputes and arguments that rage about Elizabeth,
two things at least are undisputed: her courage
and her extreme intelligence. The Tudors are a
wonderfully interesting family, and in each genera-
tion they show most unusual ability. In many of
her characteristics Elizabeth was like her father,
and she herself recognized this and was proud of
it. She was brave, and showed herself so in many
ways all through her life. When twice she was
arrested, and knew she was in danger of death by
execution, she kept her courage and was un-
dismayed. When a murderer shot at her from a
distance of a few feet she was unperturbed, and
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